10.

11.

Philippians 1:1-19 Discussion Questions

Paul writes this letter from a Roman prison cell — and it's the most joyful letter in the New Testament.
If a friend texted you "having a great day!" from the DMV after a three-hour wait, you'd want
whatever they've got. What's your honest reaction when you hear someone talk about joy in the middle
of a hard season? Does it encourage you, or does it make you skeptical?

In verses 3-5, Paul says he thanks God for the Philippians every time he prays, and calls them his
"partners™ in the Good News. What did that partnership actually look like for them (see vv. 5, 7)?
What specific things had they done?

Verse 6 says God "who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally
finished.” What is Paul certain of here.

In verses 9-11, Paul prays three things for them: overflowing love, growing knowledge and
discernment, and lives filled with the fruit of righteousness.
How does that compare with what you typically pray for the people you love?

Verses 15-18 describe people preaching Christ out of jealousy, rivalry, and selfish ambition.
What exactly does Paul rejoice in — and what is he not saying about motives?

Paul uses the word koinonia for "partnership."” This is described it as teammates in a big game, not
spectators in the stands. What's the difference between sitting near someone on Sunday and actually
doing ministry alongside them? Where have you experienced the real thing?

"Ever heard the phrase 'love is blind? Paul's prayer is that love would start wearing glasses.” What
does love with discernment look like in practice? How is it different from both naive approval on one
side and harsh fault-finding on the other?

Paul points to 1 Corinthians 5, where he tells that church to stop something, while telling the
Philippians to keep going. Why does the same love require opposite responses in those two situations?
What makes that kind of judgment so easy to get wrong?

Who are your Philippian partners — the people you're actually walking with in faith? And the harder
question: when was the last time you thanked God for them, not just thanked them? What would it
look like this week to pray upward before you speak outward?

Are you praying mostly for your circumstances to change, or for people — including yourself — to
grow?

Paul didn't know how God would work it out; he just knew God would. What "chains" in your life
right now might God be using in ways you can't see yet? What would it look like to trust His character
instead of demanding an exit?

Paul didn't write this from a mountaintop. He wrote it from a cell, and still said, "I rejoice. And | will
continue to rejoice.”



